

If you don’t want to fix the Buddhism in Perspective one, please see the theme below if you know anything about them- Tina

Assignment One
History 1030, Spring 2018
[bookmark: _GoBack]Due: October 1

Please read through this entire document carefully. 
You are responsible for all of the information it contains

Essay Requirements –Please look at the department rubric included in your syllabus before beginning the essay to give you an idea of how it will be assessed. See also this very helpful site: https://my.hamilton.edu/writing/writing-resources/writing-a-good-history-paper
· This topic must be relevant to class material between week 1 and week 6.
· All essays must be a minimum of 3 full pages in length. 
·  Other requirements:  written in 12 pt type, double-spaced, with one-inch margins. There should be no extra spaces between paragraphs.  
· Essays should be written so that they address the terms of the assignment.
· Essays should be well-organized, with an introductory paragraph, an identifiable thesis statement, and a strong concluding paragraph that sums up the points you make in your essay.  Don’t just stop writing when you get to the bottom of page 3.
· Essays must use 4 sources. Aside from required primary sources, these should be secondary sources from our readings or from your own research on a topic. 
· HOW TO GET AN F Automatically:  When you quote or draw ideas from the textbook or the source you are using, you must cite them correctly.  All essays should have a bibliography or works cited page. If your essay is missing citations with page numbers, you will automatically get an F.  For further information about correct citations and avoiding plagiarism please look at the following web pages.  If you have any further questions, ask me! 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/

Important Note: All of the topics require you to use primary source material.  Primary sources, not just secondary sources! Remember the difference!  

Chose Topic 1 (And then a sub-topics) or topic 2. Do not do both.

1. Create Your Own Topic.  This topic must be relevant to class material between week 1 and February 16. See the sub-topics or breakdown listed below. Keep your focus. You must use at least TWO primary sources in your paper. As you select a topic, consider:  This is not simply a biography or a story.  Make a mature, historical argument about why or how something or someone was important in a specific place during a specific period of  time.  Explain causes, consequences, changes, or why something is important.  

A. Power: Why or how did someone--or a group--become or stay powerful?
Sample ﻿research﻿ questions:
· Compare or contrast two empires or rulers
· How did an empire unify a large territory?
· What are the causes of an empire's collapse?
· How did a culture or government gain power?

Examples: 
· Compare Egyptian and Mesopotamian kingship.
· How did Vedic religion control social structure on the Indian sub-continent? 

B. Belief:  What impact did a philosophy, belief or religion have?
Sample research questions:
· What impact did a specific faith have politically, for example, on an empire?
· How was a religious text used to justify power, change, etc.?
· What were the causes or impacts of the spread of political or economic philosophy 
· How did a specific religion get adopted or change as it spread?

Example:  
· What impact did Assyrian/Neo-Assyrian and Persian religions have on their concepts of rulership and governing empires?
· How did Vedic Religion change and adapt between the books of the Rig Veda and the beginnings of Buddhism?
· What philosophies shaped Chinese ideas about government? How would China have been ruled differently by Confucians, Daoists, or Legalists?

C. Arts, Technology and Science:  How does cultural expression reflect the values and ideals of a society?  How does technology transform society?
Sample topics:
Art – Architecture (Like Pyramids) 
Assyrian Reliefs/Sculpture

Examples: What is the purpose of Pyramids or other monumental structures? How does the monumental architecture of Egypt, Mesopotamia, Neo-Assyria reflect the values and ideals of those societies? 


D. Exchange:  How does the exchange—of goods, ideas, germs, technology or people—impact a society? 
Sample r﻿esearch questions:
· What was the impact and cause for the decline of exchange?
· How does culture grow and spread?
· How did art in the Paleolithic change or produce changes in human culture
· That technological changes allowed for the expansion of territorial states in the ancient Middle East?
· Analyze the success of the Persian Empire? What features do you think explain it? 


E. Geography

· How was geography a determining factor in a specific event or the rise and fall of a polity?
· How does the exchange of goods (trade, ideas, beliefs) shape a society?


2. Primary Source Analysis

Choose one of the primary sources from the period before we have read in class or your own that is within the specific time period the week before the paper is due. The choice is entirely up to you.  It may certainly be a source we covered in class, or you may choose one that we did not discuss but that you are interested or feel like you could do a good job discussing. Analyze this document historically. 

The source can’t tell you everything, but evaluate what kind of insight it can give you into the culture that produced it, for example, does the source deal with values, basic ideas about government, society, economy, spirituality, or intellectual activity? Does it represent more than one of these?  You must go beyond who, when and where questions (which you should answer, of course). Some things to consider as you unravel this text: what kind of document is this and why was it written (its purpose)? Who was the audience for whom it was meant? What kinds of things is it unable to tell us? Hints: 1) You may want to focus on just one aspect of the society that is revealed in the document if you feel there is enough content in your document. For example, focusing your discussion on what the document reveals about changing spirituality and faith or the relationship between a government and its people in a certain place, in a certain time. 2) You are still responsible for the larger historical context for the primary source, even if the focus of your paper is narrowed. 3) Be sure to clearly identify the source in your introductory paragraph. REMEMBER: This is primary source analysis. The focus of your paper should be the document (or primary source) itself.

From (also slightly adapted) Mr. Grande’s Sample Topics for Big Research Paper: http://bighistory.weebly.com/sample-research-topics.html
